
Citizens Advisory Council Meeting  
 
January 10, 2017 

 

In attendance – Tara Braucht, Franklyn Fung, Edward Gold, Dave Greenfield, Monica Norian, 

Mark Pickering, Eric Vaughn, Darren Wolf, Jennifer Trevarthan, Beth Gordon, Amelia Noel-

Elkins, Jeff Hill, Lisa Kowalski, Kevin Eack 

 

DISCUSSION POINTS 

 

I. Lab School Security audit – Kevin Eack, former Lab School parent and security 

consultant for The Brannan Group presented his findings on the security assessment 

he conducted in October 2016. (See attachment). In general, he found the Lab 

Schools overall security posture to be very strong. He cited strengths in the areas of 

preparedness of staff, collaboration with the university, and access controls such as 

electronic door locks and classroom door mechanisms as being above average. Areas 

to consider for improvement included security camera monitoring, deploying a 

mobile communications application, and a change in the facility so the main office 

was closer to the point of entry for students and visitors (U-High).  

 

II. Facilities Update – Dr. Hill updated the CAC on various facility issues in the 

Laboratory Schools. The pool at Metcalf will be undergoing an assessment by an 

engineer to determine costs to bring it back on line for the Metcalf and University 

community. Hayden Auditorium money has been raised and allocated and we will 

begin putting a timeline to that project, as well as the South Entrance project at 

University High School.  In both situations the projects are being funded through 

donations, Lab School and individual school budgets.  

 

III. Article discussion: A Teacher’s Guide to Religion in the Public Schools – The 

Citizen’s Advisory Council discussed the article distributed by Dr. Hill. The issue 

surfaced during Outdoor Education in the fall when teachers and students participated 

in Prayer at the Pole during what ending up being school hours.   The issue created 

concern as some students decided not to pray.  Discussion with these parents raised 

the issue of how religion is taught in the Lab Schools. The article outlined guidance 

on how educators should engage students in discussion around religion.  CAC 

members felt as though the teaching of religion should be fair and impartial and 

teachers should take a neutral stance when answering questions about their faith, 

helping students draw their own conclusions.  A concern was expressed regarding 

Lab School teachers having time to teach this topic thoroughly, as it was clear to 

cause considerable discussion.  The need to make sure our students and teachers were 

equipped to discuss this topic was identified, particularly in our current world 

political climate.   

 

IV. Additional Topics – One additional question that arose was that of transgendered 

students in the Lab Schools. Currently transgendered students needs are being 

accommodated on a case by case basis. Office of Civil Rights guidance indicates that 



transgendered students are to use the bathroom and locker rooms with the gender in 

which they identify.  

 

V. March Meeting – It was agreed that we should try and shoot for a date before the 

week of spring break. The next meeting will be Monday March 6 at 7pm in the U-

High Library.  


