
Citizens Advisory Council Meeting 
 

March 15, 2016 
 

 

Attendees:   Ed Gold, Monica Noraian,  Kathy Pierce, Curt Richardson, Amelia Noel-Elkins, Cassie 

Graham, Darren Wolf, Annette Martinez, Christine Paxson, David Greenfield, Franklyn 

Fung, Steve Evans, Lisa Kowalski, Jeff Hill 
Not Present:   Charles Schlenker, Melissa McClelland, Mark Pickering & Tom Dulee 
 

 

DISCUSSION POINTS 
I.                   Budget: 

 

1 – Lab School expenditures will be about the same and we are projecting similar 

revenue should a budget pass.  There has been discussion that the General Assembly will not 

separate the K-12 budget from the rest of the state budget as it did in FY16.   Class sizes and 

offerings will remain the same.  The Lab Schools are filling existing positions that are open, but 

we are not hiring any new positions. 
 

2 – Some legislators are trying to connect best practices to the general state aid and 

develop a new funding formula. Governor Rauner wants to fully fund General State Aid at the 

legislated $6,119 per pupil, a figure that is over 7 years old.  EFAB - The Education Funding 

Advisory Board has set the suitable funding per student at $8,500/student. 
 

II.                Life in the Lab Schools: 
Suggestions: 
 

o   Highlight program(s) 
o   Show innovation 
o   Budget situation – how programs will be affected 
o   Trips, recognition of faculty, students, chaperones, etc (ex Orff trip) 
o   PARCC testing and ACT testing results 
o   Facilities updates – tennis courts, auditorium chairs 
o   Parent workshops 
o   Feedback for topics 
o   Survey 

o   CAC nominations 

 
It was suggested the survey purpose be made more clear – “please complete because we 

will use the results for planning purposes”. 
 

III.             Survey: 
Suggested Changes to following questions: 
 

1 – Parents of both option and faculty/staff with children at both option should be added 
 

6 – activities – make 2 questions after school activities, co-curricular offerings (give 

examples)  



 
7 – of our students should be added 

 
10 – add “University” – add examples, specifics (facilities, ISU student tutoring to 

Metcalf students, etc) 
 

11 – Perhaps make two questions – one addressing whether the parents are aware of the 

opportunities for involvement and another whether they utilize the opportunities 
 

IV.              CAC Nominations Process 
 

Kathy, Charles & Darren terms are up at the end of this year.  Those interested and still 

eligible to serve send an email to Lisa Kowalski at lakowa3@ilstu.edu.  This information will 

also be in the newsletter for anyone else in the Lab School community that might have interest.  
 

V.  Additional Discussion 
 

Discussion regarding having a career night where parents can volunteer their time to 

share their careers with the students.  Could include a job shadowing experience of one or 

two days. Experience of taking ISU classes is invaluable.  Although some ivy league 

schools don’t accept the credit transfer. Suggestion of students doing summer academic 

camps – helps with networking, helping them prepare for college, and provides as a 

medium for information for field knowledge.  
         

 

Request to send A Living Laboratory to CAC members.  
 

 

Next meeting date will be May 3, 2016.  
 

mailto:lakowa3@ilstu.edu

