
Citizens Advisory Council Meeting Minutes 
January 16, 2018 

 
In attendance – Amelia Noel-Elkins, Franklyn Fung, Edward Gold, Dave Greenfield, Lisa Kowalski, 
Mark Pickering, Ty Wolf, Kelli Kiefer, Andy Goveia, Monica Noraian, Darren Wolf, Curt 
Richardson, John Neisler 
 
Not in Attendance – Tara Braucht, Chris Schlipf, Eric Vaughn 
 
DISCUSSION POINTS 

I. Facilities/Transportation Updates– Dr. Wolf updated the Council on 
Facilities/Transportation projects. The U-High south door entrance project is taking 
longer than anticipated.  The U-High soccer fields will be re-graded this spring. At 
Metcalf School, Hayden Auditorium is almost completed and the project looks great. The 
Metcalf Pool was looked at by architects and engineers at Farnsworth who subcontracted 
with pool specialists from St. Louis. There are many items on the “to do” list so there is 
no final $ has been given that will be needed for repairs. However, the costs will be 
considerable. The Lab Schools are going to go forward with purchasing a new activity 
mini-bus. This will help reduce transportation expenses and the payback is expected to be 
around 3 years with a useful life expectancy of the bus around 8-10 years. 

 
II. Personnel/Policy Updates –  In accordance with the new ISU Minors Policy, there will 

be an increase in the number of background checks as well as training provided to 
volunteers and visitors. This policy is to ensure the safety of minors.  Employees already 
go through extensive background checks and training.  

 
III. Financial/Legislative Updates –   

 
1. Dr. Wolf met with Senator Jason Barickman after our last CAC meeting to 

follow-up on funding for the Lab Schools in the new Evidence-Based Funding 
Model.  

2. The Governor’s amendatory veto last week means there will be no new funding 
disbursed until at least April.  However, the Lab Schools are currently receiving 
all of the Base Funding Minimum which is based on last year’s General State 
Aid.   

3. Unfunded pension liability in Illinois has grown.  The question arose “how can 
this be since we changed to Tier 2 & Tier 3 systems?”  One reason is because 
there are less new teachers contributing than teachers belonging to the old Tier I 
system. 

 
IV. Future-Focused Activities -   

1. We are planning on offering U-High sophomore and junior students the 
opportunity to visit ISU to learn more about the University and academic 
programs offered this spring.  

2. Future Redbird Teacher Program.  There is a huge teacher shortage in IL. The 
Future Redbird Program is designed to recruit teachers to ISU.  
 



V. 2018-2019 Calendar – Discussion regarding pros and cons of starting on a Friday.  
There was a request that the calendar be emailed to everyone.  The 2017-2018 calendar 
was emailed on February 17, 2017.  Goal is to have it out to parents around the same 
time. 
 

VI. Future Topics –  
1. Monica requested to have a discussion regarding safe environment for students in 

the lab schools – and what that looks like. 
2. Kelli requested to have a discussion regarding what degrees U-High students can 

pursue and would like to talk about dual credit options.  
 

VII. Book Study – 21 Trends for the 21st Century: Out of the Trenches and Into the 
Future The CAC will work together on a book study exploring 21 Trends that are taking 
place today. The goal will be to create a white paper that identifies the top 6-8 trends and 
how those trends will affect the Lab School students and schools in the future. Of the 21 
trends, they are organized into eight spheres. For each sphere, CAC members will 
identify the three most important ideas, predict two ways each of these ideas will affect 
what students know or are able to do (e.g., academic knowledge, skill, attitudes and 
behaviors), and one question that they still have about this trend sphere. After reading the 
introduction on pages 1-20, CAC members will exam the following spheres: 

1. Demographics – pages 21-98 – Curt, Lisa, Kelli, Tara 
2. Technology – pages 99-146 – Ed, Mark, Darren, Chris 
3. Economics – pages 147-194 – Franklyn, Amelia, David, Ty 
4. Energy/Environment – pages 195-254 – Monica, John, Andy 

 
Next Meeting:  March 20, 2018 – 7pm – U-High Library 


