
Citizens’ Advisory Council 

Tuesday, January 8th, 2019 

Library, University High School 

 

Present: Dana Kinley, Stacey Meyer, Curt Richardson, Franklyn Fung, John Neisler, Ginnell Barke, Ed Gold, Amelia 

Noel-Elkins, Darren Wolf, Monica Noraian and David Greenfield 

Absent:  Kyle Black, Sarah Diel-Hunt, Tara Braucht, Robbie Osenga, Eric Vaughn and Debbie Wolford 

 

Guests:  Christine Paxson, Amy Fritson-Coffman & Andrea Markert 

 

I. Call to Order – Dana called the meeting to order. 

 

II. Roll Call – Stacey noted the CAC members that were present and absent (listed above).   

 

III. Minutes of Prior Regular Meeting (November 13th, 2018) 

a. Approval of Prior Regular Meeting Minutes from November 13th, 2018 - Curt moved to approve 

the minutes, and Ginnell seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved as written. 

b. Discussion (including our tour of science labs) – Many members were surprised by how small the 

classroom space is and how old the equipment is; there seemed to be a lot of large obstructions 

for teachers.  While many members believe that fundraising for the science labs is a worthy 

cause, the following questions were posted as ideas to consider:  What is currently on the 

teacher priority list?  Is this project included?  Even with the lack of updated space, students are 

still excelling in STEM courses and pursing STEM majors in college.  Should we be focusing on 

areas like Foreign Language instead?  Are we aware of how our facilities compare to others?  Are 

we behind?  Where does ISU fit into this picture to help maintain their own buildings? 

 

IV. Report from the Superintendent 

a. Proposed CAC Meeting & Communications Process – Dana shared the process for meeting 

communication and follow-up.  It will be as follows moving forward: 

i. A week prior to the meeting, Stacey will email the upcoming meeting agenda in addition 

to the agenda and minutes from the previous month’s meeting to CAC members. 

ii. In the email, Stacey will ask if there are any questions or clarification needed regarding 

topics from Dana’s agenda as well as collect items to be added to the agenda.  If you 

have questions or topics to add, please email Stacey (slmeyer@ilstu.edu), and she will 

pass them along to Dana.  Dana will then add topics and/or offer clarification at the 

upcoming meeting.   

iii. After the meeting, Stacey will email the agenda and minutes to all CAC members.  

b. Climate Survey – Research Update - Dana wanted to create a climate survey for Lab Schools staff, 

parents and students (age appropriate), so she launched a proposal to all departments within the 

College of Education.  Educational Administration and Foundations (EAF) has recently agreed to 

partner with us on this project.  Dr. Beth Hatt and Dr. Pamela Hoff will take the lead and will be 

working with EAF graduate students as well.  Dana will be introducing the survey to the Lab 

Schools staff on January 18th, with the hope to release the staff survey in March; surveys for the 

parents and students will be released in the weeks following.  Our goal is to have the results by 

May so that the CAC can review and analyze them at the meeting in July and/or September.     
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c. Application Window for 2019-2020 School Year (January 30th – March 1st, 2019) -U-High’s Open 

House will be held on January 30th from 6:00 – 8:30 pm, and Metcalf’s Open House will be held 

on February 4th from 6:00 – 8:30 pm.  The principals will be presenting to the Lab Schools staff on 

January 18th regarding the admissions process.  The goal of this presentation is to ensure that we 

have a fair, equitable and transparent process that we can share with anyone.   

d. Community Advertising for Student Applications - If you have any ideas on places we can help get 

the word out, please email Dana, Stacey, Andrea or Amy.   

e. Marketing Plan for Fundraising & Development (Science Labs & Air Conditioners) – Dana will be 

working with the College of Business at ISU on a marketing plan.  She also plans to form an ad 

hoc committee to help with the development of this plan.  If you are interested in serving on this 

committee, please let Dana know.   

f. Process for School Closures – Dana sent a message through Skyward regarding the process that 

will be followed for school closures.  A copy of the message that was sent on December 4th is 

attached.   

g. CAC Elections for April 2019 – We will be talking about this as the March meeting.   

 

V. Presentation on Current Issue:  Standards-Based Grading Practices (Christine Paxson, Andrea Markert 

& Amy Fritson-Coffman) 

 

VI. Finalize Proposed Plan of Meeting Topics (see attached) – Dana distributed an outline of proposed 

agenda topics for January – November 2019.  It was suggested that she add a discussion regarding 

the CAC election process to the March agenda and add the review of applications to the May agenda. 

 

VII. Next Meeting Dates: 

✓ March 5th, 2019 at 7:00 pm at Metcalf Imaginarium 

✓ May 14th, 2019 at 7:00 pm at U-High Library 

✓ July 9th, 2019 at 4:00 pm at U-High Library 

 

II. Adjourn  

 

 


