
Citizens’ Advisory Council 

Tuesday, May 14th, 2019 

Library, University High School 

 

Present: Dana Kinley, Stacey Meyer, Curt Richardson, Franklyn Fung, Ed Gold, Amelia Noel-Elkins, Darren 

Wolf, Monica Noraian, Kyle Black, Sarah Diel-Hunt, Tara Braucht, Robbie Osenga, John Neisler, David 

Greenfield, and Debbi Wolford 

 

Absent:  Ginnell Barke 

 

Guests:  Christine Paxson, Amy Fritson-Coffman & Andrea Markert 

 

I. Call to Order – Dana called the meeting to order. 

 

II. Roll Call – Stacey noted the CAC members that were present and absent (listed above).   

 

III. Minutes of Prior Regular Meeting 

a. Discussion – Dana amended two sections of the March minutes.  Stacey will update the 

minutes, email a copy of the minutes to CAC members, and then post them on the 

website. 

b. Approval of Prior Regular Meeting Minutes from March 5th, 2019 – The minutes, with 

included amendments, were approved.   

 

IV. Announcements 

a. Last Day of Student Attendance – May 24th, 2019 (1:00 pm dismissal at Metcalf & 3:00 

pm dismissal at U-High) 

b. 8th Grade Presentation/Graduation – May 21st, 2019 at 6:00 pm in Hayden Auditorium 

c. High School Graduation - May 19th, 2019 at 2:00 pm in Braden Auditorium (Bone Student 

Center) 

d. Calendar for School Year 2020-2021 –  

i. The calendar committee has developed two options for the 2020-2021 calendar, 

which will be voted on by the Lab Schools faculty and staff.  Dana reminded the 

group that the legislature is reverting to 174 student attendance days, 4 Teacher 

Institute days, and 2 parent/teacher conference days in the 2020-2021 calendar; 

in the 2019-2020 calendar, we have 176 student attendance days, 3 Teacher 

Institute days and 1 parent/teacher conference day. 

ii. Curt asked about e-learning days and whether the Lab Schools have discussed 

this option.  Dana explained the legislature states if you have a plan in place 

before the need occurs, you can let the students stay home and have an e-

learning day instead of using an emergency day.  Currently, the Lab Schools did 

not have a plan, so we didn’t use e-learning days this year.  This idea has been 

presented to the leadership teams at each building to gather data and feedback, 



as this might be used in the future.  As a district, the goal is to determine if e-

learning days are an effective use of staff and student time. 

iii. Ed inquired about Late Start days and why the number has increased at Metcalf 

to two per month.  Dana shared that there is still the possibility that Metcalf 

might only have one Late Start per month, but this will be decided by the 

leadership team.  Ed also asked if Dana could send out another communication 

to parents reminding them of the updated 2018-2019 calendar and the last 

student attendance day (i.e. May 24th).       

e. One-on-One Meetings with CAC Members & Superintendent- Dana would like to 

schedule an individual meeting with each CAC member.  Stacey will reach out to 

coordinate.     

f. Staffing Update on SY 2019-2020 Hires 

i. Mark Jedele, Faculty Associate in Physics at U-High 

ii. Megan Fleri-Somers, Faculty Associate in Business/Social Sciences at U-High 

iii. Chris Headrick, Guidance Counselor at U-High 

iv. Kayla Haines, Faculty Associate in Biology at U-High 

 

V. Report from the Superintendent 

a. Admissions for SY2019-2020 (see handout) – Dana provided and reviewed information 

on our current student population as well as the current population of admitted 

students for SY20; this data included gender, race, district representation, socio-

economic status, etc.  Kyle suggested adding a breakdown of “other district” by school 

to this data collection in the future.  Also, Franklyn suggested clearly defining the 

priority groups (i.e. Metcalf 8th graders, siblings, Lab Schools employees) in order of 

priority moving forward.   

b. Current Issue:  P-12 Curriculum Offerings (Amy Coffman, Andrea Markert, & Christine 

Paxson) (https://sites.google.com/metcalf.illinoisstate.edu/curriculum) - Amy, Andrea, 

and Christine reviewed the curriculum offerings at each school.  Andrea explained that 

some course offerings at U-High are driven by student interest.  Franklyn shared that it 

is equally important to offer courses that students need, not just what they want (i.e. 

macro and microeconomics).  

c. Current Issue:  Extracurricular & Co-curricular Activities – Alignment to Curriculum (Amy 

Coffman, Andrea Markert, & Christine Paxson) – Amy & Andrea reviewed the offerings 

at each school.  Robbie asked how sports/activities get added to the school’s offerings 

(i.e. softball, soccer, etc.).   Amy explained that this is driven by student interest as well 

as capacity.   

d. Current Issue:  Dual Credit & Advanced Placement (Dr. Sarah Diel-Hunt & Andrea 

Markert) – Sarah reviewed the College Now program, whose mission is to provide early 

access to college credit in District 540 high schools and career centers in an effort to 

place more students on a guided path to successful college certificate or degree 

completion.  College Now offers three course options:  success education, general 

education, and career/technical education.  These tuition-free college courses offer 

students early access to college, can reach multiple audiences, and can provide equity 

for early college opportunities.  In the 2019-2020 school year, U-High will offer the 

https://sites.google.com/metcalf.illinoisstate.edu/curriculum


following HCC courses:  COMM 101 (Intro to Oral Communication), CHIN 202 

(Intermediate Chinese II), and MATH 109 (College Algebra).  U-High hopes to grow their 

teacher capacity and courses offered over time.   

 

VI. Action Items 

a. Presentation of CAC Member Nominations 

i. Discussion  

ii. Recommended Action Plan to Consider and Select Applicants– The CAC 

reviewed applications and chose three candidates to serve 3-year terms.  The 

CAC also reappointed Darren to serve a 1-year term. 

b. Proposed Superintendent Communications with Parents, Students, & Community 

i. Discussion –  

1. CAC members welcomed the idea of Dana hosting monthly parent 

meetings as well as yearly State of the Lab Schools meetings.  However, 

Amelia suggested moving the location of the parent meetings to the 

Alumni Center or the Bone Student Center, as finding a parking space 

around DeGarmo could be difficult.  Stacey will explore the possibility of 

moving the meeting location.   

2. Annual State of the Laboratory Schools meetings 

a. Metcalf - August 27th, 2019 from 6:00 – 7:00 pm in Hayden 

Auditorium 

b. U-High – August 28th, 2019 from 6:00 – 7:00 pm in Stroud 

Auditorium 

3. Monthly Parent meetings 

a. September 17th, 2019 

b. October 17th, 2019 

c. November 18th, 2019 

d. January 15th, 2020 

e. February 18th, 2020 

f. March 19th, 2020 

g. April 20th, 2020 

h. May 13th, 2020 

ii. Recommended Student Fee Structure for Driver’s Education for 2019-2020 - 

Dana proposed increasing the student fee for Driver’s Education from $175 to 

$250; this is the maximum amount that the state of Illinois permits a school to 

charge. CAC members were supportive of this increase.  However, a few 

questions and comments were shared:  

a. Does this have to be approved by the Board of Trustees?  If so, 

that window has closed for this year. 

b. Is there a different fee for the summer vs. during the school 

year?   

c. If someone has already registered for the course, we should not 

increase the fee.  An increase in fees should be communicated 

before registration begins.     



 

VII. Reminders 

a. Profiles of CAC Members (Stacey) 

b. Extension of the Meeting Time to Open-Ended Time 

c. Next Meeting Date:  July 9th, 2019 at 4:00 pm at U-High library  

 

VIII. Adjourn 


