
Citizens’ Advisory Council 
Tuesday, May 12th, 2020 

online via Zoom 

 

Present: Dana Kinley, Stacey Meyer, Curt Richardson, Franklyn Fung, Amelia Noel-Elkins, Monica 
Noraian, Kyle Black, David Greenfield, Brittney Minton, Diana Sawhney, John Kim, Sarah Diel-Hunt, Jillian 
McGriff, John Neisler & Mike Orgler 
 
Absent:  Darren Wolf 
 

I. Call to Order – Dana called the meeting to order. 
 

II. Roll Call – Stacey noted the CAC members that were present and absent (listed above).   
 

III. Minutes of Prior Regular Meeting (see attachment) - David clarified a statement that was 
included in the minutes regarding the upcoming CAC elections timeline.  As a reminder, the 
group agreed upon a timeline of nominations for this year but did not officially revise this 
section of the bylaws.  Stacey will make this clarification before posting the January minutes.  
Sarah motioned to approve the minutes, and Monica seconded the motion.  All were in 
favor, and none were opposed. 
 

IV. Announcements 
 
The last day of school is May 21st.  Each building is coordinating a student 
materials/property exchange.  The principals have those plans rolling out right now.   

The first day of school for next year is August 14th.  The goal is to get back to normal as soon 
as possible, and the district continues to plan for that.  Dana has created a Lab Schools 
working group named “Back to Normal.”  This group is comprised of the administrative 
team, school nurse, faculty leadership chairs, and a few office civil service employees.  This 
group will be coming together in late May/early June to plan for a smooth transition back to 
school, whenever that might be.   

U-High will move forward with their annual awards ceremony tomorrow morning, and Class 
Night tomorrow evening.  Both will be held virtually. 

Last year we started a STEM partnership with State Farm.  Cory Culbertson recently hosted a 
virtual presentation of what students had accomplished this year.   

Retiring Staff Members:  Wendy Smith, UHS Athletic Director, will be retiring as of June 30th.  
Steve Evans will move into this role.  Karen Valouche, UHS Guidance Counselor, will be 
retiring as of June 30th.  This position has been filled, and an announcement regarding this 
hire will be made soon.  Jim Potter, UHS French & Spanish teacher, will be retiring as of May 
31st.  The search to fill his position is currently underway. 



Congratulations to:  Crystal Patterson, who co-wrote a manuscript, and it will be published 
in a teacher education journal; Bob Fitzgerald, who is a recipient of the Impact Award this 
year; Amelia Noel-Elkins, who was recently named the interim VP of Student Success at ISU; 
Susi Beard & Jessica Wargo, who were featured in a recent College of Education publication 
for remote learning opportunities and best practices; and Jen Talbot, who is the recipient of 
an award from the Illinois Council through Teachers in Mathematics – Excellence in Middle 
School Mathematics. 

Is there a graduation/prom update?  UHS is still choosing to postpone graduation in hopes 
of having an actual ceremony.   

Will there be a PreK tuition refund?  This request has been moved forward in the decision-
making process.  An announcement will be made regarding this soon.  

 
V. Report from the Superintendent: 

Preliminary Admissions Report 2020 – Dana shared preliminary admissions information.  
Keep in mind that admission is not finalized, so additional data will be available in 
September. 

Status of Programs in SY2020-2021 – The results of the time study show that we have a lot 
of disparate treatment, and we need to revise the master schedules at both schools.  We 
are still in the process of finalizing the master schedule at one of the schools, so updates 
about positions cannot be shared at this time.  We are committed to retaining the 
programs, but we must weather the economic storm.  We cannot minimize the approach to 
be fiscally conservative for the remainder of this year and into next year.  Kyle asked if the 
details of the study were going to be shared.  Dana stated that she is happy to share an 
executive summary of the findings. 

Is there an update on the Music teacher position at Metcalf?  A decision has not yet been 
made regarding this position.   

Update on School Fees for SY2020-2021 – Dana would like to table the increase of student 
fees for next year, except for the hot lunch program at Metcalf.  Due to the national school 
lunch program and state guidelines, these prices must go up.  We are waiting to see what 
this increase will be, but the increase will be communicated to families soon. 

 
VI. Election of New CAC Members - Stacey explained the voting process and anonymous votes 

were submitted to elect three new parent-at-large members.  David motioned that Curt 
Richardson, Karin McDowell, and Jim Mullins be chosen for three year terms as parent-at-
large members of CAC.  Jillian seconded the motion.  All were in favor, and none were 
opposed.  Dana thanked those members who will be leaving the CAC this year:  Monica, 
Amelia and Darren.   

 
VII. Proposed CAC By-Law Changes, Second Reading - There was a robust discussion on 

numerous sections of the by-laws (i.e. Mission, Elections/Terms, Officers, etc.).  The group 



will keep moving forward with this discussion at the July meeting.  In the meantime, Monica, 
John & Curt will meet again to work on the wording in a few of the sections. 

 

The following item was on the agenda, but not discussed at the May meeting: 

• CAC Orientation Packet of Materials 
 

VIII. Reminders - Next Meeting Date:  July 14th, 2020 at 4:00 pm – Virtual Meeting via Zoom  
 

IX. Adjourn 

 

 


