Problem Solving Strategy Practice

The Answer Is…
Give the students the answer and have them create the question. This activity engages students, creates informed assessments, increases problem solving skills, and builds confidence.

For example: 20 cookies

“Write a word problem that has the answer 20 cookies.”
· Write the problem, illustrate it, and write the number sentence

· The first few times, model the process whole group. 

· Use questioning to improve the prompt. For example: “If we took this problem to another classroom, would a student be able to solve it?”

· Good for centers, especially after studying a particular type of story problem, topic in science or social studies, or reading a particular story.

Extensions:

· Worksheet format for younger students.

· To move passed addition, add to the criteria, such as it must be a multiplication problem, must have more than 1 step, or must contain extra information. Suggestions: Write a 2 step problem, write a problem that uses division, write a problem that a 2nd grader (younger student) could solve and then share with another class.
· Require that the problem represent a particular number sentence, such as 3*4.

· Create a class book using the questions to set out at conferences, 
· Post questions in the hall for others to solve.

· Use a holiday theme
The answer is….

____________________ ‘s Word Problem
My story: __________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
My question: __________________________________________________

My number sentence: _________________________________________

My Illustration:

Sample answers:

1st Grade
The answer is 8 bugs.

· I have 10 bugs. I squashed 2. How many bugs are left?

2nd Grade
The answer is 28 pigs
· There are 30 pigs on the farm. They killed 2 pigs for pork chops. How many pigs are left?

The answer is 90 cents

· Tristan has 1 nickel. He gets 1 more from William. Tristan’s mother gave him 4 dimes. His other friend gives him 4 more dimes. How much money do I have in all?

3rd Grade
The answer is 20 cookies
· Me and my brother shared some cookies. There was 30 cookies. I got five and he did. How many cookies are left over?

4th Grade

The answer is 45 red cars
· There are 90 clowns. Each pair needs 1 red car. How many red cars do you need?

· There are 245 red cars in the parking lot. 200 blow up. How many didn’t blow up?

(Information taken from “Teaching Children Mathematics” Dec. /Jan 2007)
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